REMINISCENCES

there was something positively touching in the patience
with, which he maintained himself against the cold-
shoulder which even his own party habitually turned
towards Ms No Popery enterprises. In the Lobby he
met with another of the fainting-fits which gave warn-
ing of his coming end. He was leaning against a mar-
ble counter which then stood there, when he suddenly
fainted, and in his fall his head struck against the cold
stone, and he was severely hurt. The House in general
felt that his disappearance from it was a loss. His was
a peculiar and characteristic figure, and the House grows
into a kind of affection for familiar oddities.

I can well remember, although I was not in the House
in those days, his old colleague or rival, I am not cer-
tain which I ought to call him, in the No Popery enter-
prise, Mr. Spooner. Spooner had for his chief business
in life an annual motion against the Maynooth Grant,
which he almost always addressed to an empty House,
although he generally had friends on the premises to
rush in to the rescue if a count should be moved, and
the Speaker should ring his warning bell. But the
friends, of course, did not want to hear poor old
Spooner's speech, and usually made his rising a signal
for retreat to the dining-rooms. During his later years
Spooner's sight became impaired, and he was allowed
the privilege of a pair of candles set beside him, in
order that he might see his way to all the accusations
which he had noted down against the teachings of May-
nooth. Later than Spooner's time Mr. Newdegate had
to bear with a sort of rivalry or co-operation on the part
of Mr. Whalley. There was more of the eccentric about
Whalley than about Spooner or Newdegate, and the
House was disposed to chaff him a good deal. One night,
when the Conservatives were in office, "Whalley put a long
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nction for the innovation.   Since
